
Update from NHS 

 

 
 Sun, Mar 15, 2020 at 3:35 PM 
 
To: Students - Class of 2020 <grp_2020@students.needham.k12.ma.us>, Students - Class of 2021 
<grp_2021@students.needham.k12.ma.us>, Students - Class of 2022 <grp_2022@students.needham.k12.ma.us>, 
Students - Class of 2023 <grp_2023@students.needham.k12.ma.us>, nhsgrade9@lists.needham.k12.ma.us, 
nhsgrade10@lists.needham.k12.ma.us, nhsgrade11@lists.needham.k12.ma.us, nhsgrade12@lists.needham.k12.ma.us 

NHS Students and Families, 
 

These are certainly uncertain times! While we all figure out how to navigate through a 
pandemic, I hope first and foremost you are all safe and healthy.  

 
I want to address a few key points here, and more information will follow. Please 

continue to pay close attention to your emails and check daily - that will be the 
primary form of communication and since events are evolving daily, the 

communication may evolve as well.  
 

Through all of this, take care of yourself and take care of each other. The goal 

of steps like school closures is to focus on limiting the impact of COVID-19 as much 
as possible. While we are calling these initial days of our break 'snow days', the lack 

of snow should be a clear mental cue that they are not typical snow days.  
 

In a normal school day, you have lots of social interactions and I recognize we've now 
taken that away. We will use our second week of this break to help in that area. This 

Monday, the NHS staff will work together on crafting assignments that will help to 
maintain some of those social connections through an online format. Collectively, we 

will all take a little pause from our traditional curriculum and will focus on enrichment 
opportunities. The assignments will be posted on Google Classroom (or 

Schoology, etc.) on Monday, March 23rd and will be due on Monday, March 
30th. Teachers will provide 'office hours', windows of time when they will be creating 

time for online connections and to be available for any questions students may have. 
Teachers will communicate the specific hours to their students directly. On the 30th, 

the current plan is to return to school, where we will have all 7 classes meet, similar 

to what we did on our first day of school. If this break needs to be extended, then 
teachers will provide new assignments on the 30th that would be due the following 

week. No other work will be posted by teachers between now and the 30th. 
Previously assigned work may be collected, but work in progress in classes 

will pause as we focus on the enrichment opportunities that will be shared on the 
23rd.  

 
If students have any items that need to be picked up from NHS, they can do 

so from 1-3 on Monday afternoon. For seniors who do not have access to a piece 
of technology, Chromebooks will be available to sign out (grades 9-11 all have 

either a school-issued or family-owned device already). Chromebooks can be picked 
up from 1-3 in the main office. I know limiting the window to 2 hours on Monday is 

small and may not work with every schedule. Please let me know if you NEED to 
access the building and can NOT be there between 1-3. Students who need to pick up 



medications from the nurses' office may do so on Monday. The building will be closed 
to all staff and students from 3pm on Monday the 16th through Friday the 27th; no 

one will have access during that time.  
 

With our use of these 'snow days', our last day of school in Needham is now 
June 25th. Between now and then we will face many new questions and challenges 

based on the length of this break and the impact of the virus (including what it means 
for Advanced Placement exams, MCAS tests, IEP meetings, spring sports, final 

exams...). In these uncertain times, we will be living with ambiguity far more often 
than we are comfortable. I will do all I can to communicate information as we have it, 

recognizing that it is ever-evolving. 
 

I will end this email where I started it. Please take care of yourself and each other. Be 
far more cautious than you might think you should be and recognize that it may not 

be you that you are sparing: it may be an elderly loved one, a neighbor, even a 

stranger. Enjoy the beautiful weather and get outside with your family, take long 
walks, go on hikes. Breath deeply. We will get through this.  

 
Take care, 

Mr. Aaron Sicotte 
 
-- 
Principal 
Needham High School 
781-455-0800 x22007 

 

 


